The Antarctic

Antarctica

The vast continent of Antarctica, also known as the Polar Desert, sits at the bottom of the Southern Hemisphere on Earth. First discovered by Captain James Cook in 1773, this vast region has no indigenous inhabitants -due to being the coldest, driest, highest and windiest continent. 

Climate

The continent of Antarctica has 2 seasons: Summer and Winter. During the winter months, near darkness covers the land between April and September, with inland temperatures recorded as low as -60º. Whereas during the summer season, inland temperatures rarely reach above -20º. Seasonal variation though in coastal areas can see the temperature rise to 0º. Winds can reach up to an average of 80km per hour. However, the dome shape of the continent, plus the cold climate, creates downhill winds that have measured up to 322km per hour. This polar region has an average 15cm of precipitation each year (in the form of snow). 



