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Entertainment in the 1950s

Radio
Many people listened to the radio in the 1950s.
People listened to music, comedy shows and plays.
Children listened to their own programmes called
Children’s Hour and Listen with Mother.

Television

Television became popular in the 1950s. Televisions
were small and the pictures were black and white.
Muffin the Mule was a popular children’s television
programme.

Cinema

Many people went to the cinema in the 1950s.
People would watch one or two short films before
the main film started. Children went to the cinema
on Saturday mornings to watch cowboy films and
cartoons.

Music

Rock and roll music started in the1950s. Teenagers
liked rock and roll because it was different from
any music they had heard before. Many teenagers

enjoyed dancing to rock and roll music in dance
halls.

Playtime
Children played out in the streets together because
there wasn’t much traffic on the roads. Board
games like Scrabble were popular. Children also
played with train sets and doll's houses.





